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WILL OF WILLIAM BEVERLY, 1756. 



[The will of William Beverley of " Blandfield' ', Essex County, 
Member of the Council and patentee of the great Beverley 
Manor tract in Augusta County has not heretofore been dis- 
covered. In the recently published abstracts of the records 
of Augusta County, by Judge Lyman Chalkley, it was shown 
that a copy of the will was recorded in a suit in that County. 
We are indebted to Mr. Armistead C. Gordon of Staunton, a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Society, for a exact 
copy. It appears from this that the will was proved in the 
General Court and destroyed by fire with the other records of 
that Court. It is evident that when James Brown, clerk 
of the General Court, made the copy filed in Staunton, that 
the original record was mutilated as the copy omits the 
amount of the money legacy to Anna Beverley and does not 
give the name of the person commemorated by the tombstone 
which is ordered. An elaborate genealogy of the Beverley family 
has been published in this Magazine in Vol. II, 4; III, 1, 2, 3; 
XX, 2, 3, 4; XXI, 1, 2, 3. The numbers in Vols. II and III, are 
not now for sale.] 

In the Name of God, Amen. I, William Beverley of Blan- 
field in the parish of St Ann in the County of Essex Virginia 
Esquire being in Tolerable health and of sound mind & mem- 
ory do make this my last Will and Testament in manner and 
form following Imprimis I do order my Executors herein after 
named to pay all my just debts that I owe to my several cred- 
itors. Item I do lend unto my dear and loving wife Elizabeth 
during her natural life and in full consideration af her thirds 
Dower or childs part of all my estate real and personal and in 
lieu thereof all my lands and plantations in the County of 
Essex together with all my slaves cattle horses hogs and sheep 
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unsually kept thereon and I also give her on the said consid- 
eration all my household goods carts and tools with corn be- 
longing to the said Plantations also all my household Goods and 
Plate which I now have in England also my chair and coach 
if Mr. Edward Athaweshas bought one for me at the time 
of my death as I have directed him all this in full consider- 
ation as aforesaid. Item whereas I have already given unto 
my son in law James Mills in Money & slaves to the value of 
one thousand pounds Sterling I do therefore give and be- 
queath unto my dear daughter Elizabeth the now wife of the 
said James Mills and her heirs forever the further sum of five 
hundred pounds Sterling. Item I give and bequeath unto my 
dear daughter Ursula the now wife of William Fitzhugh and 
her heirs forever the sum of five hundred pounds Sterling having 
also already paid her said Husband the sum of one thousand 
pounds Sterling Memorandum that these legacies are in full of 
my said two daughters marriage portions. Item I give and 
bequeath unto my dear daughter Anna Beverley to the paid 
her on the day of her marriage or when she comes to the age 
of twenty-one years which shall first happen and in the mean 
time I order that she be maintained out of her brothers Estate. 
Item I do give and bequeath unto my dear son Robert and to 
his heirs forever all the rest of my estate both real and personal 
and the fee simple of the estate above devised to his dear 
Mother but if he shall happen to depart this life before he shall 
attain to the age of twenty one years (which God forbid) 
Then and in such case I give and bequeath unto my daughter 
Elizabeth Mills and the heirs of her body lawfully begotten 
forever all my Lands in the Counties of King & Queen and 
Essex and my lands called Pewmazeno situate lying and being 
on both sides of the Mill pond of the Mill commonly called 
Taliaferros Mill in the county of Caroline and now belonging to 
Thomas Roy and Adam Lindsey together with one third of all 
the negroes left my wife and son and all these lands and negroes 
are to go to and descend together in manner to my dear daughter 
Elizabeth as aforesaid but on the express conditition that she 
and her heirs shall convey unto my dear daughter Anna all 
their right and title of in and to my tract of land of four thousand 
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acres called Elkwood situate in the County of Culpeper which 
was settled by act of assembly in the year of our Lord seventeen 
hundred and twentytwo and in the same manner as therein in 
this my will shall give it her & if my said daughter Mills and 
her heirs shall refuse to convey to it her as aforesaid then and 
in such case all the said tracts of lands herein bequeathed to 
my dear daughter Mills to go to my dear daughter Anna & to 
descend in the same manner as the other lands will in this my 
will be given unto her are appointed to go and descend and no 
otherwise and then my said dear daughter Mills to have all 
these lands I shall give and bequeath to my dear daughter 
Anna on the same terms as I give and bequeathed in King & 
Queen Essex and Caroline to her And in case of failure of 
Issue of the body of my said dear daughter Mills lawfully be- 
gotten I give and bequeath all the said lands and slaves to 
my dear daughter Ursula Fitzhugh and the heirs of her body 
lawfully begotten forever and on failure of such Issue I give and 
bequeath the said lands and Slaves to my dear daughter Anna 
and the heirs of her body lawfully begotten forever Item in 
case of the death of my dear son Robert as aforesaid I give and 

bequeath unto my daughter Ursula Fitzhugh and 

the heirs of her body lawfully begotten for ever one third of all 
the negroes left my wife and son and all my lands in the County 
of Caroline containing about fourteen thousand one hundred 
and seventy four acres commonly called Beverley Chace be 
the same more or less and my Lotts in Port Royal and on fail- 
ure of such Issue I give the Lands and Slaves to my dear daugh- 
ter Anna and to the heirs of her body lawfully begotten forever 
and on failure of such Issue I give the said lands and Slaves 
unto my dear daughter Elizabeth Mills and to the heirs of her 
body lawfully begotten for ever. Item in case of the death of 
my dear son Robert Beverley as aforesaid I give and bequeath 
unto my dear daughter Anna Beverley and to the heirs of her 
body lawfully begotten for ever one third part of all my slaves 
and all my lands in the Counties of Culpeper and Prince Wil- 
liam and my Lotts in Falmouth & Fredericksburgh and on 
the failure of such Issue I give the said lands lotts and slaves 
to my dear daughter Elizabeth Mills & the heirs of her body 
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lawfully begotten for ever and on f ailure of such Issue I give the 
said slaves lands and Lotts to My dear daughter Ursula 
Fitzhugh and to the heirs of her body lawfully begotten forever. 
Be it Remembered that — is my intention that in all these 
bequests of slaves to my dear daughters the increase of them 
to go and, descend in the several Intails as if they had been 
expressly named. 

Item I desire my Executors will buy for each of themselves 
a pair of good horses fit for coach or chair and charge my estate 
with their cost. Item I desire my Executors will send to Lon- 
don for a neat Marble Tombstone and have it placed over his 
body at the charge of my estate he departed this life at Beverley 
Park the 21«* of April 1722 new Stile and lies buried there. 
Item it is my desire that my body may be Intered as privately 
as may be without any pomp or funeral sermon. Item I do 
nominate and appoint my well beloved wife and my cousen 
& Friend John Robinson Esqr of King & Queen Executors 
of this my last will and Testament and Guardians of my dearson 
Robert and of my dear daughter Anna And it is my will 
and desire that my son may remain under the care of Mr. 
Edward Athawes of London Merch* till he thinks proper to 
send him unto this Country. And it is also my intent that 
my wife is not to make up the loss or decrease of the Horses 
Cattle Sheep or Hogs or other personal estate. In Testimony 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this 
third day of december in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty five being all written with my own hand and the sev- 
eral obliterations also made by myself. 

W. Beverley (L. S.) 

Sealed & declared to be his last will & Testament in the Pres- 
ence of us. 

Item my will and desire is and I do impower either of my 
Executors to sell all my Lands in Augusta and Isle of Wight and 
add the produce to my Personal estate. Item if money should 
be wanted for the payment of my debts and legacies before my 
Crops & Rents and other profits of my estate can raise money 
sufficient for the payment of them I do hereby impower my 
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Executors to borrow enough for the payment thereof at in- 
terest. In Testimony whereof I have to this my last will and 
Testament set my hand and seal the day and year first above 
written. 

W. Beverley (L. S.) 

Sealed & declared to be the last Will and Testament of the 
within named William Beverley by him in presence of us. 

Archibald Ritchie, Ch a . Mortimer, John Corrie, James 
Emerson. 

Virginia Sst. 

At a General Court held at the Capitol the 3 ,d day of May 
1756. 

This will was proved according to law by the oaths of John 
Corrie and James Emerson, witnesses thereto & ordered to be re- 
corded. And on the motion of John Robertson Esq r one of 
the Executors therein named who made oath according to law 
Certificate was granted him for obtaining a Probat thereof 
in due form giving security whereupon he together with Ralph 
Wormeley and Bernard More Gent, his securities entered 
into and acknowledged their bond in the penalty of ten thous- 
and Pounds current money conditioned as the law directs 
liberty nevertheless being reserved to Elizabeth Beverley the 
Executrix named in the said will to Join in the Probat thereof 
when she shall think fit. 

Teste 

Ben Waller C: Cur. 
A Copy 

Teste 

J. Brown C. G. C. 



